






The transformation that is taking place at the leading edge of the design, 
building and development communities must be paralleled in the regulatory 
realm. This is a continuous change, not a destination. What we see in this 
diagram from SERA Architects, is a continuum from typical mainstream 
practice today to increasingly more sustainable practices and ultimately to a 
place beyond "net-zero" to where our projects begin to create more benefit 
than harm. 



There are people envisioning a very different way of thinking about building 
and development, looking deeply into the way nature and natural systems 
work and evolve. As we seek out these systems that fit us back into the co-
evolutionary flow of life all kinds of possibilities emerge. In this diagram from 
Bill Reed of Integrative Design, we see a midpoint of "Sustainable" - which 
Bill McDonough describes as neutral - "100% less bad," and Paul Hawken 
said is the midpoint between destruction and regeneration. As we begin to 
shift our thinking and our understanding of place in the community of life, new 
opportunities emerge for fundamentally different ways of conceiving of and 
creating the things we need.  



The biomimicry movement is one that is on this path - seeking to understand 
and pattern human systems after the way nature works - using the billions of 
years of evolutionary wisdom we find in the natural world as a guide and 
inspiration. This is not re-engineering nature or manipulating or dominating 
nature, but learning from what works and seeking to understand how and 
why it works.  



There are a couple of excellent resources, one that is out now and one that 
will be available soon. The Rocky Mountain Land Use Institute at the 
University of Denver, has produced a draft Sustainable Community 
Development Code. This is a framework for land use codes that move well 
beyond many of the limitations built into even the best current smart growth 
and other land use regulations - to incorporate and integrate many crucial 
sustainability requirements into workable codes. There is a huge amount of 
information and resources embedded in this document and I highly 
recommend it. It is downloadable at the url at the top of this slide. The other 
is a paper that DCAT and a colleague, Sonja Persram at Sustainable 
Alternatives in Toronto, are finishing for the Cascadia Region Green Building 
Council on code and regulatory barriers to the Living Building Challenge, 
which should be finalized and released sometime soon. 



We believe that this transformation and shift toward sustainable and 
regenerative practices is the most important work any of us will have in our 
lives. This is the true legacy work of our time. We are challenged to come 
together both in seeing our actual circumstances and the large risks we face 
and in creating the solutions that will give us the future our grandchildren 
deserve to have. This is the Work! 



Thank you. 



Here is a little bonus - something I've developed to help us all think about 
what we're not thinking about but maybe should be…a template - fill in your 
own info… 



Good luck! 


