








The transformation that is taking place at the leading edge of the design,
building and development communities must be paralleled in the regulatory
realm. This is a continuous change, not a destination. What we see in this
diagram from SERA Architects, is a continuum from typical mainstream
practice today to increasingly more sustainable practices and ultimately to a

place beyond "net-zero" to where our projects begin to create more benefit
than harm.
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There are people envisioning a very different way of thinking about building
and development, looking deeply into the way nature and natural systems
work and evolve. As we seek out these systems that fit us back into the co-
evolutionary flow of life all kinds of possibilities emerge. In this diagram from
Bill Reed of Integrative Design, we see a midpoint of "Sustainable" - which
Bill McDonough describes as neutral - "100% less bad," and Paul Hawken
said is the midpoint between destruction and regeneration. As we begin to
shift our thinking and our understanding of place in the community of life, new
opportunities emerge for fundamentally different ways of conceiving of and
creating the things we need.



Why Not Look at How We Got Here?
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BIOMIMICRY
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Innovation Inspired
by Nature

JANINE M. BENYUS

Now 1 two-hour public televiion special on
The Nature of Things with David Seruki

The biomimicry movement is one that is on this path - seeking to understand
and pattern human systems after the way nature works - using the billions of
years of evolutionary wisdom we find in the natural world as a guide and
inspiration. This is not re-engineering nature or manipulating or dominating

nature, but learning from what works and seeking to understand how and
why it works.



A Couple of New Resources

http://law.du.edu/index.php/rmlui/sustainable-community-development-code-main
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COOL, REGULATORY AND
SYSTEMIC BARRIERS AFFECTING
LIVING BUILDING PROJECTS

Coming Soon!

There are a couple of excellent resources, one that is out now and one that
will be available soon. The Rocky Mountain Land Use Institute at the
University of Denver, has produced a draft Sustainable Community
Development Code. This is a framework for land use codes that move well
beyond many of the limitations built into even the best current smart growth
and other land use regulations - to incorporate and integrate many crucial
sustainability requirements into workable codes. There is a huge amount of
information and resources embedded in this document and | highly
recommend it. It is downloadable at the url at the top of this slide. The other
is a paper that DCAT and a colleague, Sonja Persram at Sustainable
Alternatives in Toronto, are finishing for the Cascadia Region Green Building
Council on code and regulatory barriers to the Living Building Challenge,
which should be finalized and released sometime soon.



This is Our Generation's Great Work
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We believe that this transformation and shift toward sustainable and
regenerative practices is the most important work any of us will have in our
lives. This is the true legacy work of our time. We are challenged to come
together both in seeing our actual circumstances and the large risks we face
and in creating the solutions that will give us the future our grandchildren
deserve to have. This is the Work!



Development Center for Appropriate Technology
P.O. Box 27513, Tucson, AZ 85726
(520) 624-6628

Or to contact David Eisenberg directly:

strawnet@aol.com

And please visit our website:
www.dcat.net

DCAT is a 501(c)(3) Non Profit Organization

Thank you.



How Do You Know What You Know?

The list of things
that always hold
your attention

Here is a little bonus - something I've developed to help us all think about
what we're not thinking about but maybe should be...a template - fill in your
own info...



A Focus Shifting Template - What's Missing?

Things you used to think about

Linkages to related realms Linkages to unrelated realms

Unasked Questions Unquestioned Answers

The list of things
that always hold
your attention

Unintended
Consequences

Delayed
Consequences

Internalized benefits Externalized benefits

Important stuff you Important stuff you
don't yet know know that isn't true

Things you used to know but don't remember

Things you never thought about but should

Development Center for Appropriate Technology - 2008

Good luck!



