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message from the chairman

Reduce Through Use—
Recycled,

Renewable

and Reused

Building Materials

for the New Millennium

Designing for a sustainable environment and economy represents a change in atti-
tude and mindset for individuals in today’s construction industry. This issue of
Building Standards™ deals with alternative materials and methods of construction, giv-
ing both its authors and the Publications staff of Building Standards an exciting oppor-
tunity to share information with readers about some of the more popular and envi-
ronmentally friendly alternative building systems, including cob, bamboo, cast-earth
and earthship construction. With the diminishment in quality and quantity of many
building materials supplies in the United States and the increasing concern for pre-
serving the ecological balance of the environment, there is much to be said for the
unique solutions that building with alternative materials offers the construction
industry. It may seem ironic, but due to environmental and economic concerns,
wealthy, highly industrialized nations are now taking lessons from the successful
building techniques of developing countries and past generations.

The impending millennium presents us with the opportunity to not only step back
and reflect on how building construction has changed to ensure safe and affordable
housing for our citizens but also to speculate on how it is likely to change in the 21st
Century. Sustainable materials and methods of construction offer practical options to
conventional methods of building, and Building Standards has attempted to present
them in such a way that they will be seen by the general public as rational, perhaps
even inevitable, alternatives.

A revival in interest and growing public consciousness regarding the use of natural
resources paves the path for sustainable living in the new millennium. By meeting the
needs of people today without destroying resources that will be needed by future
generations, we are ensuring the longevity of our built environment through long-
range planning and recognition of the finite character of natural resources.

O 24

Dan R. Nickle
Chairman

buildingstandards january-february 2000 | &



	cover.jpg
	contents.jpg
	message chairman.jpg

